
Dear Friends and Neighbors, 

The Legislature adjourned on time on Thursday, March 8. No special sessions for 
the Legislature for only the second time since 2009. It was a successful session 
for the 12th District. We were able to achieve a number of accomplishments for 
the region. However, I am concerned about the overall direction of our state. 
The legislative session was much more partisan this year with one-party control. 
A couple of the state’s biggest unions fared very well with the current makeup 
of the Legislature. I am hopeful we can get back to working in a bipartisan 
manner for all of Washington.  

I hope you find this legislative review informative. If you have any questions, 
comments or concerns about the Legislature please do not hesitate to contact 
me. I would also encourage you to contact me if you need any assistance with a 
state government issue. My door is always open.

Sincerely,

Cary Condotta 
12th District Representative

Rep. Cary Condotta
P.O. Box 40600 
Olympia, WA 98504-0600
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Representative
Cary Condotta

Keeping in Touch

OLYMPIA OFFICE: 
P.O. Box 40600 
Olympia, WA 98504-0600 
360-786-7954

TOLL-FREE LEGISLATIVE  
HOTLINE: 
1-800-562-6000

TTY (HEARING-IMPAIRED): 
1-800-833-6388

DISTRICT OFFICE: 
3024 G.S. Center Rd., Suite E 
Wenatchee, WA 98801 
(509) 664-1274

EMAIL: 
cary.condotta@leg.wa.gov 

ON THE WEB: 
representativecarycondotta.com

If you would like to sign up for my 
e-newsletters, visit my Web page 
and click on “sign up for my email 
updates” icon. You can also send me 
your email information.

COMMITTEES:
• Commerce and Gaming 
 (Ranking Republican)
• Appropriations
• Finance

■ Transparency with fuel taxes
Have you noticed Washington state is now placing fuel-tax stick-
ers on pumps displaying current federal and state fuel tax rates? 
That is the result of my amendment included in last year’s trans-
portation budget. 

Fuel is one of the few retail products in our state that consumers 
do not know how much tax they are paying. The fuel tax sticker 
gives us some transparency with our fuel taxation.

Consumers in Washington are paying 67.8 cents in tax per gallon 
of gas, and 73.8 cents in tax for diesel. Washington state’s current 
gas tax is 49.4 cents per gallon. It is the second highest gas tax in 
the country behind Pennsylvania. The federal gas tax rate is 18.4 
cents per gallon, 24.4 cents per gallon for diesel.
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Rep. Condotta speaks  
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TOURISM
After a lot of hard work, we were finally able to get a tourism bill 
through the Legislature. We passed Senate Bill 5251, the com-
panion bill to my House Bill 1123. I have been working on this 
for the last two sessions. It puts a tourism marketing plan in place 
for the first time since 2011, when the statewide tourism office 
was cut out of the budget.

The bill directs 0.2 percent of retail sales taxes collected on lodg-
ing, car rentals, and restaurants, up to $1.5 million in 2019, and 
up to $3 million per biennium after 2019, to fund the implemen-
tation of the statewide tourism 
marketing plan. The bill also 
requires the Joint Legislative 
Audit and Review Committee 
(JLARC) to evaluate the work  
of the Washington Tourism  
Marketing Authority.

It is a great return on investment and it is efficient. The private 
industry must put up two dollars for each dollar the state invests. 
With Lake Chelan, Leavenworth, Mission Ridge, the Methow Val-
ley and many other tourist attractions in the 12th District, this is a 
big win for our region and the tourism industry throughout Wash-
ington state.

NO NEW TAXES
During the legislative session, we learned Washington is expect-
ing to bring in an additional $1.3 billion over the next four years. 
That is taxpayer dollars. Despite the good news, we were fighting 
off proposals to increase taxes. The governor proposed a carbon 
tax that would have hit consum-
ers hard. According to the gover-
nor’s own staff, under his initial 
proposal we could have seen a 
4-5 percent increase in electric-
ity bills, 10 percent increase on 
natural gas, and anywhere from 
a 6-9 percent increase on fuel prices, or approximately 18 cents 
more a gallon. However, we were able to defeat it as well as a 
capital gains income tax in the first budget proposed by House 
Democrats.
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WATER RIGHTS
With the leadership of the House 
Republican Caucus, we were able 
to reach a Hirst agreement and re-
store water rights to the 12th Dis-
trict and across Washington state. 

The Hirst agreement grandfathers in existing wells and removes 
the mandate the state Supreme Court imposed on counties to 
find legal, available water. This would have been a huge burden, 
especially for small counties with limited resources and funds.

The legislation should also clear up some of the uncertainty and 
doubt surrounding the court’s decision. The Department of Ecol-
ogy (DOE) will create concise charts for county planners so we 
know what is being required under water law.

We already have instream flows in Chelan County and the 
Methow Valley, so we should see not much change in those areas.

Finally, $300 million was included in the capital budget for in-
stream flow and watershed planning projects, financed over 15 
years.

12TH DISTRICT 
PROJECTS 
With the Hirst agreement we 
were able to pass the capital 
budget, which includes sig-
nificant projects throughout 
the 12th District.

• Twisp Civic Building – $750,000

• City of Brewster Manganese Abatement – $752,000

• Chelan County Emergency Operations Center – $1 million

• Miller Street re-alignment and storm repairs – $4.82 million

• Mid-Columbia Grand Coulee – $3 million

• Wenatchee Valley Wells Hall replacement – $2.72 million

• Lake Chelan State Park (moorage dock pile replacement) –  
$1.51 million

• Wenatchee-Chiwawa Irrigation District - $1.6 million

• Chelan County Waste Facility - $556,000

12TH DISTRICT ACCOMPLISHMENTS BILLS SIGNED INTO LAW
As legislators, we meet many people who bring good ideas and 
solutions to us. I was able to get a few bills through the legislative 
process and signed into law that were the result of constituent 
meetings or concerns. Legislation related to tow truck licenses, 
small wineries and hunter education.

■ Tow truck operators license efficiency
We were able to get an efficiency bill through the Legislature 
for our registered tow truck operators who have licenses to 

conduct other business with their 
tow truck. Under current law, 
tow truck operators may have up 
to four sets of license plates on 
the vehicle – one for vehicle reg-
istration and up to three other 
sets depending on the business. 

My House Bill 2612 would allow for one license plate with  
indicators tabs. 

■ Assisting our small wineries 
In 2017, my House Bill 1038 allowing small wineries to increase 
the number of locations where they may serve samples of their 
product or sell their own wine was 
signed into law. Previously, wine 
tasting rooms were “clustered” 
into a few specific areas around the 
state. The large producers were able 
to have their products readily avail-
able in convenience and grocery 
stores across the state. This expansion allows our small wineries 
to increase business and be more competitive.

■ Streamlining hunter education classes  
for law enforcement

We also passed House Bill 1944 in the 2017 session, exempting 
certain law enforcement officers from the field firearms skills por-

tion of any hunter education course 
completed online. Law enforcement 
officers already go through exten-
sive firearms training. Military of-
ficers are already exempt from the 
requirement. It should also open up 

some class time, as it will save up to four to six hours of training 
time for those who have qualified to take the firearms training.

OPERATING BUDGET  
REACHES $44 BILLION
I voted against the operating budget this year. It added an-
other $1.2 billion in a supplemental year, while diverting 
more than $700 million from the budget stabilization ac-
count or rainy day fund. Spending is up 16 percent over the 
last biennium and Republicans were left out of the budget 
negotiations. 

PROPERTY TAX RELIEF PUT  
ON HOLD
Due to changes in state education funding, the McCleary 
fix, some are seeing substantial increases in their property 
taxes. At the beginning of the legislative session, I intro-
duced House Bill 2303 to reduce the property tax in 
2018, but the bill did not get a public hearing. With the re-
cord revenue coming in, we could have given some back to 
taxpayers this year. The Legislature did pass property tax re-
lief, but it does not go into effect until 2019. It is a one-time 
property tax cut of $.30/$1,000 of assessed value in 2019, 
which is approximately $90 on a $300,000 house. House 
Republicans introduced two other bills to reduce property 
taxes in 2018 and neither were given a public hearing.

BILL PROVOKES UNPRECEDENTED 
VOTE IN THE HOUSE
One of the most disappointing pieces of legislation to pass 
this session, and in all my years in Olympia, was Senate 
Bill 6199. Background: The U.S. Supreme Court has decid-
ed some public employees cannot be forced to join unions 
or pay representation fees. These include Washington’s 
30,000 in-home care workers, most of whom receive a 
small stipend caring for disabled or elderly relatives. Until 
recently, they were required to join the Service Employees 
International Union and pay roughly $900 a year. 

The legislation, advanced by the majority party, trans-
fers these workers to a private contractor. This contractor 
could require a closed shop, circumventing the court deci-
sion. During the debate in the House, the majority party 
squelched debate, gaveling us down and shutting off our 
microphones. We responded by refusing to vote. The final 
tally was an unprecedented 50-0, as 48 Republicans bore 
silent witness to a disturbing misuse of political power.


